
Divorce Diaries
An equitable division.  What does that mean?

Equitable is not necessarily equal.  Equalizing the marital estate is the starting 
point of negotiations, not the ending place.  

Let’s talk!

Equitable means “fair under 
the circumstances.” Take for 
example a man’s expansive 
tool collection. A bunch of 
stuff kept in various boxes and 
shelves in the garage. Is this 
accumulation worth what he 
paid for it? Of course not. 
Do you want all those dirty 
mismatched things in your 
house? Of course not. 

However, the fact that he links his 
masculinity with the old screwdrivers and 
wrenches is valuable! 

Think basic economics: supply and 
demand. You have a claim to something he 
wants because property accumulated during the 
marriage generally is considered marital property. 
So exactly what are these tools worth to him? 
Perhaps the full set of china? The expensive art 
work hanging on your wall? Maybe the dining 
room set that he didn’t want you to purchase in 
the !rst place. 

So when you get to keep what is important 
to you and he gets to retain the things he wants, 
you’ve reached an equitable division.

Now let’s take this application to a larger 
scale. Retirement accounts, investments, real 
estate. Equalizing the assets is the starting 
point of negotiations, not the ending place. We 
have to look at what is a fair division under the 
circumstances. As women, we know that one 
size does not !t all" Everyone going through a 
divorce has her own story, chapters in her own 
marital book that range from happy and hopeful 
to disenchanting and demise. 

Michigan is a no fault divorce state. That 
makes people wonder if the facts that lead to 
the dissolution of a marriage even matter. Well, 
before I can address that, let’s understand what 

no fault divorce 
really means. No 

fault divorce simply means that 
whoever !les for divorce does not 

have to prove the grounds for seeking the 
divorce. That’s all. No fault divorce does not 
mean that fault does not matter. There are facts 
and circumstances which warrant an inequitable 
division of the marital estate, like abuse or illegal 
activity. So it is important for your lawyer to 
understand relationship’s history.

In addition to handling the division of your 
property, mourning the end of your marriage, 
and planning your future, you soon discover 
your true friends. This allocation may not end up 
equitable. There are no legal guidelines to help 
couples answer some tricky questions.

Can you divide couples? You keep the wife 
and he keeps the husband? 

What about that friendly neighbor who has 
picked up your children when you are running 

late or collected your mail when you were out 
of town? Can you share custody of that most 
helpful and sweet neighbor? 

What about your core circle of friends, the 
ones you used to go out with on Saturday 

nights and who you con!ded in?
Do you each get to leave with 

the friends you brought into the 
relationship? Even if your spouse 

has become just as close with 
those people over the course of 

your relationship? 

It is not fair to ask them to 
take sides. It is also not fair 

to expect them to know what 
to say or do. So what is the rule 

about division of friends? Is there such 
a thing? Yes! Well, sort of. The golden rule. 

The foundation of every relationship is built on 
honesty and the ability to offer a lending ear but 
not to judge. This rule applies to all participants 
in your divorce: the husband, the wife and the 
circle of friends. If you—and your spouse—can 
follow the golden rule, then it is possible for 
friends to maintain their relationship with both 
of you separately. 

Another thing to keep in mind as you look at 
your friends who stand by you during this tough 
time is what you don’t need. You do not need 
friends who want to host a man-haters party. 
Getting stuck in the !nger pointing and laundry 
list of how he has wronged you does not serve 
you in the long haul. Surrounding yourself in the 
negativity and hatred will only hold you back 
from recovering and moving forward.  

Until next month I remain present, keeping it 
real, and here to help.
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